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S. 3733, a bill to amend the Passport Act of June 4, 1920, to authorize
certain public libraries to collect and retain a fee for the execution of a

passport application
As ordered reported by the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations on June 17, 2026

By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars 2026 2026-2031 2026-2036
Direct Spending (Outlays) 0 0 0
Revenues 0 0 0
Increase or Decrease (-)

in the Deficit 0 0 0
Spending Subject to * .
Appropriation (Outlays) 0 not estimated
Increases net direct spending in Statutory pay-as-you-go procedures apply? No
any of the four consecutive 10-year No

periods beginning in 20377 Mandate Effects

Increases on-budget deficits in any Contains intergovernmental mandate? No
of the four consecutive 10-year No

periods beginning in 20377? Contains private-sector mandate? No

* = petween zero and $500,000.

S. 3733 would authorize the Department of State to restore the ability of nongovernmental
public libraries to accept passport applications. The bill also would require the department to
report to the Congress within 30 days of enactment on whether it has done so.

In early 2026, the State Department determined that only its offices and other governmental
facilities such as U.S. post offices and government-run public libraries can accept passport
applications. The 70 nongovernmental libraries that had been authorized to accept those
applications were no longer eligible to do so. All facilities that accept passport applications
charge and retain a $35 fee per application. The department’s collection and spending of
passport fees are subject to appropriation.

Using information from the department, CBO estimates that, under S. 3733, public libraries
would accept an average of 87,000 applications and collect $3 million in application fees
annually over the 2027-2031 period. Under current law, some of those amounts would have
been collected by the State Department. That reduction in collections would be offset by
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lower spending; thus, the net effect on spending subject to appropriation would be
insignificant.

On the basis of information about the cost of similar reporting requirements, CBO estimates
that producing the required report would cost less than $500,000 over the 2026-2031 period.
Such spending would be subject to the availability of appropriated funds.

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Sunita D’Monte. The estimate was reviewed by
Christina Hawley Anthony, Deputy Director of Budget Analysis.
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