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Congressional Budget Office 
Cost Estimate  

  

May 27, 2026 
 

 

H.R. 6444, Blast Overpressure Research and Mitigation Task Force Act 
As ordered reported by the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs on May 14, 2026 
 
By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars 2026  2026-2031  2026-2036  

Direct Spending (Outlays)  0  0  0  

Revenues  0  0  0  
Increase or Decrease (-) 
in the Deficit 
 

 0  0  0  

Spending Subject to 
Appropriation (Outlays)  *  *  *  

Increases net direct spending in 
any of the four consecutive 10-year 
periods beginning in 2037? 

No 
Statutory pay-as-you-go procedures apply? Yes 

Mandate Effects 

Increases on-budget deficits in any 
of the four consecutive 10-year 
periods beginning in 2037? 

No 
Contains intergovernmental mandate? No 

Contains private-sector mandate? No 

* = between zero and $500,000.  

 

H.R. 6444 would require the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and the Department of 
Defense (DoD) to establish a task force to coordinate research and improve the treatment and 
monitoring of veterans and service members with traumatic brain injury, post-traumatic 
stress disorder, or other symptoms from exposure to detonation or firing of explosives or 
heavy weapons systems. The task force would be required to report annually to the Congress 
through 2029. 

Under the bill, the task force would coordinate activities of existing personnel and ongoing 
research programs within VA and DoD. CBO anticipates that the task forces’ activities 
would not significantly affect the workload at either department. Using information on the 
costs of similar interagency coordination efforts and reporting requirements, CBO estimates 
that implementing H.R. 6444 would cost less than $500,000 over the 2026‑2031 period; any 
spending would be subject to the availability of appropriated funds. 

  

https://www.cbo.gov/publication/56166
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/59003
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/42904
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The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Noah Callahan. The estimate was reviewed by 
Christina Hawley Anthony, Deputy Director of Budget Analysis. 

 

 
 
Phillip L. Swagel 
Director, Congressional Budget Office 
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