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U Cost Estimate

H.R. 3420, Words Matter Act of 2026
As ordered reported by the House Committee on the Judiciary on March 26, 2026

By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars 2026 2026-2031 2026-2036
Direct Spending (Outlays) 0 0 0
Revenues 0 0 0
Increase or Decrease (-)

in the Deficit 0 0 0
Spending Subject to * * .
Appropriation (Outlays) not estimated
Increases net direct spending in Statutory pay-as-you-go procedures apply? No
any of the four consecutive 10-year No

periods beginning in 20377 Mandate Effects

Increases on-budget deficits in any Contains intergovernmental mandate? No
of the four consecutive 10-year No

periods beginning in 20377 Contains private-sector mandate? No

* = petween zero and $500,000

H.R. 3420 would amend numerous federal statutes to replace terms such as “mentally
retarded” or “mental retardation” with terms such as “individuals with intellectual
disabilities” or “intellectual disability.” The bill would clarify that the new terms are
equivalent to those in existing regulations and that the amendments would not change any
legal rights or program eligibility and requirements.

Because the bill would make nonsubstantive changes to existing laws, CBO estimates that
the cost to implement H.R. 3420 would be insignificant. Any related spending would be
subject to the availability of appropriated funds.

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Jeremy Crimm. The estimate was reviewed by
H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Director of Budget Analysis.

Phillip L. Swagel
Director, Congressional Budget Office

See also
CBO'’s Cost Estimates Explained, CBO Describes lts Cost-Estimating Process, Glossary


https://www.cbo.gov/publication/56166
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/59003
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/42904
janicej
Phill


