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The Congressional Budget Office provides objective, nonpartisan information to support the
budget process and assist Congress in making effective budget and economic policy. The agency
makes no policy recommendations; it evaluates the budgetary and economic effects of legislative
proposals using rigorous analytical methods consistently. CBO aims for its work to be timely,
rigorous, insightful, and clearly explained.

Under the Congressional Budget Act, CBO serves all Congressional committees, with primary
responsibility for assisting the Budget Committees. The act also gives priority to the
Appropriations Committees, the House Committee on Ways and Means, and the Senate
Committee on Finance. CBO works closely with the leadership of both chambers. Each year, the
agency’s roughly 270 staff fulfill thousands of requests for technical assistance as committees
craft legislation, prepare hundreds of cost estimates for proposed legislation, and produce
analytical reports and other products covering a broad range of budgetary and economic topics.

CBO seeks to provide information when it is most useful to Congress. In nearly all cases, the
agency completes a cost estimate before a bill is considered on the floor and provides technical
assistance throughout the legislative process. CBO supports the Appropriations Committees by
providing provision-by-provision estimates for annual appropriation bills and by explaining
complex estimating issues. In reviewing the House and Senate versions of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2026, CBO analyzed 2,809 amendments submitted by 419
Members of Congress. The agency also responded to thousands of requests for technical
assistance during the 2025 reconciliation process and met with Members to address questions
during House consideration of the reconciliation bill.

Even though it reflects a constrained increase of 2 percent, CBO’s $76.3 million budget request
would support 285 employees, including 11 new positions to strengthen analysis of means-tested
and defense programs, enhance responsiveness related to cost estimates, expand dynamic
analysis capabilities, improve cybersecurity and information technology, and bolster publishing
and digital communications. The request would also further CBO’s transparency efforts, which
include posting modeling resources and developing tools based on its analytical models. In a
recent push last month, the agency posted additional code repositories, including the code
underlying its tariff analysis model, to expand public access to its work and methods.



