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Most veterans’ health benefits

Education, training,
employment, and 
social services

Transportation

Housing assistance and other
income security programs

Other includes outlays for the  
Department of Energy’s atomic energy 
activities, the Department of Defense’s  
military construction and family housing 
projects, and some defense-related 
activities by other agencies.

Other includes outlays for agriculture, 
general government, administrative costs 
of Medicare and Social Security, energy 
programs, and commerce and housing 
credit programs.
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Discretionary 
outlays in 2025

$1.9
trillion

Outlays for 
nondefense programs 

in 2025

Average 
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outlays from 

2005 to 2024
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Spending that lawmakers control through 
appropriation acts

A Closer Look at
Discretionary Spending

THE FEDERAL BUDGET
IN FISCAL YEAR 

2025
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Total
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$7.0
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Total
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$5.2
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