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S. 93, Harmful Algal Bloom and Hypoxia Research and Control
Amendments Act of 2025

As ordered reported by the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
on February 5, 2025

By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars 2025 2025-2030 2025-2035
Direct Spending (Outlays) 0 0 0
Revenues 0 0 0
Increase or Decrease (-)

in the Deficit 0 0 0
Spending Subject to

Appropriation (Outlays) 0 130 147
Increases net direct spending in Statutory pay-as-you-go procedures apply? No
any of the four consecutive 10-year No

periods beginning in 20367 Mandate Effects

Increases on-budget deficits in any Contains intergovernmental mandate? No
of the four consecutive 10-year No

periods beginning in 20367 Contains private-sector mandate? No

S. 93 would reauthorize and expand activities administered by the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration and the Environmental Protection Agency related to research,
observation, and control of harmful algal blooms and hypoxia. Harmful blooms occur when
colonies of algae grow uncontrollably and become toxic, which also may lead to reduced
oxygen (or hypoxia) in the water. The bill would authorize the appropriation of $27.5 million
annually from 2026 through 2030 for those purposes, which includes expanding the
membership and activities of an existing interagency task force and establishing a new
program to create technologies to mitigate and control harmful algal blooms. In 2024, those
agencies allocated $40 million for activities to mitigate harmful algal blooms.

The bill also would authorize the appropriation of $2 million each year over the 2026-2030
period to address harmful blooms and hypoxia events that would have a significant
detrimental effect on the environment, economy, or public health of a state.

CBO estimates that the bill will be enacted in 2025 and that the authorized amounts will be
provided in each year. On that basis and using the spending patterns for similar activities,
CBO estimates that implementing the bill would cost $130 million over the 2025-2030
period and $17 million after 2030.
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https://www.cbo.gov/publication/56166
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/59003
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/42904

The costs of the legislation, detailed in Table 1, fall within budget function 300 (natural

resources and environment).

Table 1.
Estimated Increases in Spending Subject to Appropriation Under S. 93

By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars

2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2025-2030
Authorization 0 30 30 30 30 30 150
Estimated Outlays 0 18 25 29 29 29 130

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Aurora Swanson. The estimate was reviewed by

H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Director of Budget Analysis.
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