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Congressional Budget Office 
Cost Estimate  

  

June 27, 2024 
 
 

H.R. 5441, Long Island Sound Restoration and Stewardship Reauthorization 
Act of 2023 
As ordered reported by the House Committee on Natural Resources on June 12, 2024 
 
By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars 2024  2024-2029  2024-2034  

Direct Spending (Outlays)  0  0  0  

Revenues  0  0  0  
Increase or Decrease (-) 
in the Deficit 
 

 0  0  0  

Spending Subject to 
Appropriation (Outlays)  *  272  285  

Increases net direct spending in 
any of the four consecutive 10-year 
periods beginning in 2035? 

No 
Statutory pay-as-you-go procedures apply? No 

Mandate Effects 

Increases on-budget deficits in any 
of the four consecutive 10-year 
periods beginning in 2035? 

No 
Contains intergovernmental mandate? No 

Contains private-sector mandate? No 

* = between zero and $500,000.  

 
H.R. 5441 would authorize the appropriation of $65 million annually for fiscal years 2024-
2028 for the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to carry out programs to restore and 
protect the environmental health of the Long Island Sound located south of Connecticut and 
north of Long Island.  

The bill would authorize the appropriation of $40 million annually for EPA to implement the 
Long Island Sound Conservation and Management Plan; eligible activities would include 
grants for research, restoration projects, public engagement and education programs, and 
reporting to the Congress every two years. In 2024, EPA allocated $40 million for those 
activities; therefore, CBO estimates the bill would authorize no additional amounts for those 
purposes in 2024. 

Additionally, the bill would authorize the appropriation of $25 million annually for EPA to 
provide stewardship grants to state and local governments, nonprofit organizations, and 
private landowners to procure and enhance ecologically important sites within the Long 
Island Sound watershed. In 2024, EPA allocated no funds for those activities. 

https://www.cbo.gov/publication/56166
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/59003
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/42904
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CBO assumes that the bill will be enacted before the end of the fiscal year and that the 
authorized amounts will be provided for each year. Based on historical spending patterns for 
the programs, CBO estimates that implementing H.R. 5441 would cost $272 million over the 
2024-2029 period and $13 million after 2029. 

The costs of the legislation, detailed in Table 1, fall within budget function 300 (natural 
resources and environment).  

Table 1.  
Estimated Increases in Spending Subject to Appropriation Under H.R. 5441 

 
By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars  

 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2024-2029 
        
Conservation and Management 
Plana        
    Authorization 0 40 40 40 40 0 160 
    Estimated Outlays 0 26 34 38 40 14 152 
        
Stewardship Grants        
   Authorization 25 25 25 25 25 0 125 
    Estimated Outlays * 34 26 26 25 9 120 
        
 Total Changes        
        Estimated Authorization 25 65 65 65 65 0 285 
        Estimated Outlays * 60 60 64 65 23 272 

 
* = between zero and $500,000. 
a.  In 2024, the Environmental Protection Agency allocated $40 million to implement the Long Island Sound Conservation and Management 

Plan from funds provided in the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2024 (Public Law 118-42). For that reason, CBO does not show an 
authorization for 2024. 

 

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Aurora Swanson. The estimate was reviewed by 
H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Director of Budget Analysis. 
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