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A Closer Look at
Mandatory Spendin

Primarily payments for benefit programs whose
eligibility rules and benefit formulas are set by law

Mandatory

Discretionary

$3.8 $2.2 13.9% 13.1%
Trillion Trillion of GDP of GDP

Mandatory outlays Outlays for Social Mandatory outlays Average annual
by the federal Security and in 2023 mandatory outlays
government in Medicare from 2003 to 2022

2023 in 2023

t a Glance

Billion

Mandatory .

B s$616 Medicaid

Outlays e

Major Health
Care Programs l $1,198 Old-Age and

$1,563 Survivors Insurance

=== $150 Disability Insurance

Social
Security

$1,348

$3.8

Trillion

=== $144 Earned Income, Child, and
Other Tax Credits

Income Security

Student Programs === $135 Supplemental Nutrition
Loan $448 Assistance Program
Programs i
~$191 = _ Federal Civilian and $60 ﬁ]‘é%ﬂimemal Security
Lill Military Retirement Benefits e
illion .
mJune 2023, the Supreme Court prohibited the Administration’s $197 —  $49 Family Support and
planned cancellation of outstanding student loan debt for many N ’ Foster Care
borrowers. In accordance with the budgetary procedures used for Certain Veterans . .
federal credit programs, the Administration recorded an estimated PI’OgI’amS — —  $31 Child Nutrition
total savings in 2023 of $333 billion resulting from that prohibition. $17O
(When the student loan program was initially announced in
2022, the Administration followed the same procedures and Other Prog rams — $30 Unemployment
recorded $379 billion in costs from the planned cancellation.) I Compensa’uon
Z $383
Offsetting receipts are funds collected by government agencies from other === $122 Civilian
government accounts or from the public that are credited as an offset to gross
spending. Certain offsetting receipts include intragovernmental — $75 Military
payments for federal employees’ retirement benefits and receipts related to
natural resources (such as those from oil and gas exploration and development).
Cer‘tain The effects of offsetting receipts related to Medicare are included in the total
Offsettin shown for Medicare outlays.
Receiptg - K == $151 Veterans’ Income Security
-$167 —  $19 Other
billion

= $91 Deposit Insurance

— $40 Pension Benefit

Mandatory " R
Outlays in 2003
and 2023

Percentage of GDP iy

2003 @ 2023

Major Health Care Programs @ss
Medicare @ 3
Medicaid @ s

Other @ o4

Social Security @ so
Old-Age and Survivors Insurance @ 24

Disability Insurance 06 @

Income Security Programs 17 @

Earned Income, Child,
and Other Tax Credits . 0.5

Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program . 0.5

Unemployment Compensation 0.1 .

Other 05@

Federal Civilian and
Military Retirement 0.7 @

Certain Veterans’ Programs @os

Student Loan Programs -07 @

Other Programs @4

Deposit Insurance @o:s3

Pension Benefit 0.1 ‘e
Guaranty Corporation @®o = betvger]%nozg%g

** = between -0.05
Other . 0.9 and zero.

Certain Offsetting Receipts @ os

@ Prepared by Dan Ready, Jorge Salazar, and Caitlin Verboon CBO has corrected the total amount of mandatory All data are for federal fiscal years, which run from October 1to September 30.

b Data source: Congressional Budget Office, March 2024 . E . - . Numbers may not add up to totals because of rounding. GDP = gross domestic product.
outlays since the infographic was originally published. Amounts reflect the actual amounts reported in The Accuracy of CBO's Budget Projections for Fiscal Year 2023 (December 2023).



