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H.R. 524, a bill to amend the Coastal Barrier Resources Act to create an 
exemption for certain shoreline borrow sites 
As ordered reported by the House Committee on Natural Resources on November 15, 2023 
 
By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars 2024  2024-2029  2024-2034  

Direct Spending (Outlays)  0  0  0  

Revenues  0  0  0  
Increase or Decrease (-) 
in the Deficit 
 

 0  0  0  

Spending Subject to 
Appropriation (Outlays)  *  *  not estimated  

Increases net direct spending in 
any of the four consecutive 10-year 
periods beginning in 2035? 

No 
Statutory pay-as-you-go procedures apply? No 

Mandate Effects 

Increases on-budget deficits in any 
of the four consecutive 10-year 
periods beginning in 2035? 

No 
Contains intergovernmental mandate? No 

Contains private-sector mandate? No 

* = between zero and $500,000.  

H.R. 524 would amend the Coastal Barrier Reef Act to establish an exception allowing 
federal financial assistance for certain projects that remove and transport sand from the 
Coastal Barrier Resource System (CBRS). The exception would apply only to coastal areas 
that have previously received sand from the CBRS for coastal storm risk management. Under 
current law, most projects are prohibited from using sand from the CBRS because the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) identifies those coastal areas as protected to preserve 
fish and wildlife habitats and prevent loss of life or property. 

In 2021, USFWS updated its guidance to prohibit removing sand from the CBRS for 
restoration activities outside of that system. After that guidance was updated, the Army 
Corps of Engineers conducted such beach restoration projects either through emergency 
exceptions to remove sand from the CBRS or by identifying alternative sources of sand. 

Using information from the Corps, CBO expects that implementing the bill would not have a 
significant effect on the resources needed for or the timing of ongoing projects. As a result, 
CBO estimates that implementing the bill would not have a significant cost; any spending 
would be subject to the availability of appropriated funds. 

https://www.cbo.gov/publication/56166
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/59003
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/42904
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The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Aurora Swanson. The estimate was reviewed by 
H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Director of Budget Analysis. 

 

 
 
Phillip L. Swagel 
Director, Congressional Budget Office 

 

Janicej
Phill


