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H.R. 188, Proven Forest Management Act of 2023

As ordered reported by the House Committee on Natural Resources on June 13, 2023

By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars 2024 2024-2028 2024-2033
Direct Spending (Outlays) 0 0 0
Revenues 0 0 0
Increase or Decrease (-)

in the Deficit 0 0 0
Spending Subject to .
Appropriation (Outlays) 0 0 not estimated
Increases net direct spending in Statutory pay-as-you-go procedures apply? No
any of the four consecutive 10-year No

periods beginning in 20347 Mandate Effects

Increases on-budget deficits in any Contains intergovernmental mandate? No
of the four consecutive 10-year No

periods beginning in 20347 Contains private-sector mandate? No

H.R. 188 would revise environmental regulations that are applied to projects designed to
reduce forest fuels on federal land parcels of less than 10,000 acres that are administered by
the Bureau of Land Management or the Forest Service. The bill would permit projects of less
than 10,000 acres to be eligible for a different standard of environmental review, known as a
categorical exclusion. (Under current law that standard only applies to some projects of less
than 4,500 acres.)

The bill would require the two agencies to coordinate with affected entities when conducting
forest management, consider multiple ecosystem benefits, and establish a program to
monitor ground conditions after the projects to reduce forest fuels are completed, actions the
agencies already perform under current law.

H.R. 188 would not impose any additional requirements on those agencies; therefore, CBO
estimates that implementing the bill would not affect the federal budget.

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Emma Uebelhor. The estimate was reviewed by
H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Director of Budget Analysis.

Phillip L. Swagel

Director, Congressional Budget Office
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