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H.R. 2426, Find and Protect Foster Youth Act 
As ordered reported by the House Committee on Ways and Means on November 30, 2023 
 
By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars 2024  2024-2028  2024-2033  

Direct Spending (Outlays)  0  0  0  

Revenues  0  0  0  
Increase or Decrease (-) 
in the Deficit 
 

 0  0  0  

Spending Subject to 
Appropriation (Outlays)  1  6  not estimated  

Increases net direct spending in 
any of the four consecutive 10-year 
periods beginning in 2034? 

No 
Statutory pay-as-you-go procedures apply? No 

Mandate Effects 

Increases on-budget deficits in any 
of the four consecutive 10-year 
periods beginning in 2034? 

No 
Contains intergovernmental mandate? No 

Contains private-sector mandate? No 

H.R. 2426 would require the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to evaluate 
state and tribal protocols for children who are missing from foster care. The bill also would 
require HHS to develop and provide technical assistance to states and Indian tribes to 
improve state performance in serving missing and trafficked youth. Additionally, H.R. 2426 
would require the Government Accountability Office to report on youth running away from 
foster care and make recommendations to improve child welfare. Finally, the bill would 
authorize the appropriation in 2024 of whatever amounts are necessary to carry out the bill.  

Using information from HHS and historical spending patterns for similar activities, CBO 
estimates that implementing the new requirements would cost $6 million over the 2024-2028 
period, assuming appropriation of the estimated amounts. 

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Susanne Mehlman. The estimate was reviewed by 
H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Director of Budget Analysis.  
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