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S. 843, a bill to amend the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act to 
authorize the use of funds for certain additional Carey Act projects, and 
for other purposes 
As reported by the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources on July 19, 2023 
 
By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars 2023  2023-2028  2023-2033  

Direct Spending (Outlays)  0  19  25  

Revenues  0  0  0  
Increase or Decrease (-) 
in the Deficit 
 

 0  19  25  

Spending Subject to 
Appropriation (Outlays)  0  0  0  

Increases net direct spending in 
any of the four consecutive 10-year 
periods beginning in 2034? 

No 
Statutory pay-as-you-go procedures apply? Yes 

Mandate Effects 

Increases on-budget deficits in any 
of the four consecutive 10-year 
periods beginning in 2034? 

No 
Contains intergovernmental mandate? No 

Contains private-sector mandate? No 

S. 843 would change the eligibility criteria for participating in a program that provides funds 
to rehabilitate private dams constructed in the early 1900s in the Western United States. 
Specifically, the bill would allow dams with estimated rehabilitation costs under the 
$50 million threshold set in current law to be eligible for the program after projects that meet 
the existing threshold have received funding. 

The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act appropriated $100 million in fiscal year 2022, to 
remain available until 2026, for the program, which is administered by the Bureau of 
Reclamation (BOR). The projected cost to rehabilitate LaPrele Dam in Wyoming, the only 
dam meeting the criteria, is $65 million. CBO projects that the remaining funds will not be 
spent.  

Using information from BOR, CBO expects that two projects in Idaho, the Mackay Dam and 
Milner Dam, would be eligible to receive funds under S. 843. On that basis, CBO estimates 
that enacting the bill would increase direct spending by $25 million over the 2023-2033 
period to rehabilitate both dams. Funding provided for the program in 2022 was designated 
as an emergency requirement in keeping with section 4112(a) of H. Con. Res. 71 
(115th Congress), the Concurrent Resolution on the Budget for Fiscal Year 2018, and 
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section 251(b) of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985. In 
keeping with long-standing practice, the corresponding increase in direct spending under 
S. 843 would receive the same budgetary treatment. 

The costs of the legislation, detailed in Table 1, fall within budget function 300 (natural 
resources and environment). 

Table 1.  
Estimated Increases in Direct Spending Under S. 843 

 
By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars   

 
2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032 2033 

2023-
2028 

2023-
2033 

    
 Increases in Direct Spending   
Estimated 
Budget 
Authority 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Estimated 
Outlays 0 1 3 5 5 5 3 2 1 0 0 19 25 
 

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Aurora Swanson. The estimate was reviewed by 
H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Director of Budget Analysis.  
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