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H.R. 729, Strength in Diversity Act of 2021
As ordered reported by the House Committee on Education and Labor on July 15, 2021

By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars 2022 2022-2026 2022-2031
Direct Spending (Outlays) 0 0 0
Revenues 0 0 0
Increase or Decrease (-)

in the Deficit 0 0 0
Spending Subject to .
Appropriation (Outlays) 3 48 not estimated
SUEIIOR) PE) E6 el g No Mandate Effects
procedures apply?

Increases on-budget deficits in any of Contains intergovernmental mandate? No
four consecutive 10-year periods No

beginning in 20327 Contains private-sector mandate? No

H.R. 729 would authorize the appropriation of whatever amounts are necessary through 2027
for the Department of Education to operate a grant program for eligible entities to develop or
implement plans to improve diversity, and to reduce or eliminate racial or socioeconomic
isolation in schools. That authorization would be extended through 2028 under the General
Education Provisions Act.

In 2017, the Congress provided $12 million for a grant program called Opening Doors,
Expanding Opportunities. The program in this bill is similar to that program and CBO used
that previously appropriated amount as the basis for estimating the authorization level in
H.R. 729. After accounting for anticipated inflation, CBO estimates that the authorization
would increase to $13 million in 2026. Based on historical spending patterns of similar
programs, and assuming appropriation of the estimated amounts, CBO estimates that
implementing H.R. 729 would cost $48 million over the 2022-2026 period.

The costs of the legislation, detailed in Table 1, fall within budget function 500 (education,
training, employment, and social services).

See also CBO’s Cost Estimates Explained, www.cbo.gov/publication/54437;
How CBO Prepares Cost Estimates, www.cbo.gov/publication/53519; and Glossary, www.cbo.gov/publication/42904.


https://www.cbo.gov/publication/54437
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https://www.cbo.gov/publication/42904

Table 1.
Estimated Increases in Spending Subject to Appropriation Under H.R. 729

By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars

2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2022-2026
Estimated Authorization 12 12 13 13 13 63
Estimated Outlays 3 8 11 13 13 48

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Leah Koestner. The estimate was reviewed by

H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Director of Budget Analysis.



