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S. 615, Trans-Sahara Counterterrorism Partnership Program Act of 2021

As ordered reported by the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations on March 24, 2021
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S. 615 would codify the Trans-Sahara Counterterrorism Partnership, which coordinates
federal support to counter violent extremism in North and West Africa. The partnership is an
interagency effort led by the Department of State in conjunction with the Department of
Defense and the U.S. Agency for International Development to help participating
governments counter terrorist threats, improve governance, and prevent radicalization.

The bill would require the Department of State to develop and implement a comprehensive,
interagency strategy for the partnership and to evaluate its progress. In addition, the
department would be required to provide a strategy to coordinate development programs,
diplomatic efforts, and national security objectives in the Sahel-Maghreb region. S. 615 also
would require the department to provide regular notifications and reports to the Congress on
its implementation of the program.

On the basis of information from the Administration, CBO estimates that many of the bill’s
requirements are already being met and that any incremental efforts, including monitoring,
evaluating, and reporting would cost less than $500,000 in 2021 and would total $2 million
over the 2021-2026 period. Such spending would be subject to the availability of
appropriated funds.

On March 29, 2021, CBO transmitted a cost estimate for H.R. 567, the Trans-Sahara
Counterterrorism Partnership Program Act of 2021, as ordered reported by the House

See also CBO’s Cost Estimates Explained, www.cbo.gov/publication/54437;
How CBO Prepares Cost Estimates, www.cbo.gov/publication/53519; and Glossary, www.cbo.gov/publication/42904.
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Committee on Foreign Affairs on February 25, 2021. The two bills are similar and CBO’s
estimates of the cost of implementing them are the same.

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Sunita D’Monte. The estimate was reviewed by
Leo Lex, Deputy Director of Budget Analysis.





