@ Congressional Budget Office August 18, 2020
k/ Cost Estimate

H.R. 4526, Brian Tally VA Employment Transparency Act

As ordered reported by the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs on July 30, 2020
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H.R. 4526 would require the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to provide certain
information to people who submit claims seeking compensation for damage, injury, or death
that they allege was caused by the department’s staff or its contractors. That notification
would explain the importance of obtaining legal counsel, list the employment status of any
staff members named by the claimant, and provide the statute of limitations for filing claims
in the state in which the claim arose if the claim involves a VA contractor. CBO assumes that
the bill will be enacted near the start of fiscal year 2021.

According to the department, VA already provides such information to claimants if their
allegations involve a VA contractor. Although VA currently notifies many claimants, CBO
estimates that providing information on states’ statutes of limitations would require
additional resources. Using information from VA about the number of claims received each
year and current VA practices, CBO estimates that satisfying the requirements of the bill
would cost less than $500,000 annually, totaling $1 million over the 2020-2025 period; such
spending would be subject to the availability of appropriated funds.

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Logan Smith. The estimate was reviewed by
Leo Lex, Deputy Director of Budget Analysis.

See also CBO'’s Cost Estimates Explained, www.cho.gov/publication/54437;
How CBO Prepares Cost Estimates, www.cho.gov/publication/53519; and Glossary, www.cbo.gov/publication/42904.
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