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S. 2702, Integrated Energy Systems Act of 2019

As reported by the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources on January 7, 2020
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S. 2702 would require the Department of Energy (DOE) to establish the Integrated Energy
Systems Program. Under that program, DOE would work with the National Laboratories,
universities, and private-sector entities to coordinate projects and award grants to conduct
research and development on energy systems that integrate nuclear, renewable, and fossil
energy. The bill also would require program participants to research efficient energy
production and technologies to reduce emissions. Finally, S. 2702 would require DOE to
report to the Congress each year on any programs that duplicate the Integrated Energy
Systems Program.

In 2019, DOE conducted a variety of activities that are similar to those under the proposed
program. According to budget documents from DOE, the department allocated $230 million
for those activities in 2020. Using information from DOE, CBO estimates that implementing
S.2702 would increase the scope of those ongoing activities by roughly 20 percent. That
estimated increase could be larger or smaller, depending on the department’s evaluation of
projects conducted under the program. After accounting for the effects of anticipated
inflation and the cost of the report, and based on spending patterns for similar programs,
CBO estimates that implementing S. 2702 would cost $171 million over the 2020-2025
period, assuming appropriation of the estimated amounts.

The costs of the legislation (detailed in Table 1) fall within budget function 270 (energy).

See also CBO'’s Cost Estimates Explained, www.cho.gov/publication/54437;
How CBO Prepares Cost Estimates, www.cho.gov/publication/53519; and Glossary, www.cbo.gov/publication/42904.
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Table 1.
Estimated Increases in Spending Subject to Appropriation Under S. 2702

By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2020-2025
Estimated Authorization * 48 50 53 55 57 263
Estimated Outlays * 10 24 38 47 52 171

* = petween zero and $500,000

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Sofia Guo. The estimate was reviewed by

H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Director of Budget Analysis.



