
DISCRETIONARY SPENDING IN 2019
Billions of Dollars

Defense

Nondefense

676

661

Includes outlays for 
Department of Defense 
(DoD) military construction 
and family housing 
projects, Department of 
Energy (DOE) atomic 
energy activities, and some 
defense-related activities 
by agencies other than 
DoD and DOE

Includes outlays for natural 
resources and the 
environment; general 
science, space, and 
technology; general 
government; community 
and regional development; 
agriculture; administrative 
costs of Medicare and 
Social Security; energy; 
and commerce and 
housing credit programs
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American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act 
of 2009

Budget Control Act of 2011September 11th Attacks

TRENDS IN DISCRETIONARY SPENDING
Outlays, as a Percentage of Gross Domestic Product

Average discretionary 
outlays between 
1999 and 2018

$1.3
Trillion

Discretionary outlays 
in 2019

Outlays for  
national defense, which 

accounted for about 
half of the discretionary 

total, in 2019

Discretionary 
outlays by
the federal 

government 
in 2019

$0.7
Trillion

6.3%
of GDP

7.2%
of GDP
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OUTLAYS, $4.4 TRILLION

Mandatory 
$2.7 T

Discretionary 
$1.3 T

Net
Interest 
$0.4 T

REVENUES, $3.5 TRILLION

Prepared by Christine Bogusz, Aaron Feinstein, Dan Ready, and Jorge Salazar
Source: Congressional Budget O�ce, April 2020

All data are for federal fiscal years,
which run from October 1 to September 30.

 Numbers may not add up to totals because of rounding.

THE FEDERAL BUDGET
IN 2019

Spending that lawmakers control through annual 
appropriation acts

A CLOSER
LOOK AT
DISCRETIONARY
SPENDING

271 148 125 89 43

95 94 85 73 66 59 52 136
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