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S. 327, Wounded Veterans Recreation Act

As reported by the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources on December 17, 2019
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Under current law, permanently disabled U.S. citizens, including disabled veterans, may
obtain free lifetime National Parks and Federal Recreational Lands Passes, which cover
national park entrance fees and certain other fees associated with using public land. S. 327
would clarify disabled veterans’ eligibility for the free passes.

Enacting S. 327 could reduce purchases of annual passes by disabled veterans (who did not
know they were already eligible for a free pass under current law), thus lowering collections
that are classified as mandatory offsetting receipts in the federal budget. However, based on
information from the National Park Service, CBO expects that any reduction in receipts
would be insignificant. Moreover, because those receipts are spent without further
appropriation any decrease in receipts also would decrease direct spending. Thus, CBO
estimates that enacting the bill would have a negligible effect on net direct spending over the
2020-2030 period.

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is David Hughes. The estimate was reviewed by
H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Director of Budget Analysis.

See also CBO'’s Cost Estimates Explained, www.cho.gov/publication/54437;
How CBO Prepares Cost Estimates, www.cho.gov/publication/53519; and Glossary, www.cbo.gov/publication/42904.
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