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S. 2108, Small County PILT Parity Act 
As reported by the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources on December 18, 2019 
 
By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars 2020  2020-2025  2020-2030  

Direct Spending (Outlays)  2  2  2  

Revenues  0  0  0  
Increase or Decrease (-) 
in the Deficit 
 

 2  2  2  

Spending Subject to 
Appropriation (Outlays)  0  0   0  

Statutory pay-as-you-go 
procedures apply? Yes Mandate Effects 

Increases on-budget deficits in any 
of the four consecutive 10-year 
periods beginning in 2031? 

No 
Contains intergovernmental mandate? No 

Contains private-sector mandate? No 
 

Under its payments in lieu of taxes (PILT) program, the Department of the Interior (DOI) 
compensates counties for losses in their tax bases due to the presence of federal lands that are 
exempt from state and local taxation. Those payments are not subject to annual 
appropriation. Payments are calculated based on the number of qualifying federal acres and 
other federal payments received by the jurisdiction, and are capped based on population. 
S. 2108 would increase payment caps for counties with populations of less than 4,500. 

The authority for DOI to issue payments, without further appropriation, expires after 2020. 
Spending under the PILT program totaled $516 million in 2019. Using information from 
DOI, CBO estimates that enacting S. 2108 would increase direct spending for those 
payments by $2 million in 2020. 

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Janani Shankaran. The estimate was reviewed by 
H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Director of Budget Analysis. 
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