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H.R. 5306, Know Your Social Security Act of 2019

As ordered reported by the House Committee on Ways and Means on December 11, 2019

By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars 2020 2020-2025 2020-2030
Direct Spending (Outlays) 0 0 0
Revenues 0 0 0
Increase or Decrease (-)

in the Deficit 0 0 0
Spending Subject to

Appropriation (Outlays) 1 345 815
ST PR EEryEl No Mandate Effects

procedures apply?

Increases on-budget deficits in any Contains intergovernmental mandate? No
of the four consecutive 10-year No

periods beginning in 20317 Contains private-sector mandate? No

H.R. 5306 would require the Social Security Administration (SSA) to mail paper statements
to all eligible people who are age 25 or older unless they have elected not to receive such
notifications. Statements would detail the amount of a recipient’s current Social Security
retirement or disability benefits and the amount to which dependents would be entitled.

Under current law, SSA mails annual statements to people who are 60 or older, who have not
started claiming benefits, and who do not have an online account with SSA. SSA estimates
that it will spend $7 million in fiscal year 2020 to deliver 14 million such statements.

CBO assumes that H.R. 5306 will be enacted in fiscal year 2020. Based on information from
SSA, CBO expects that the agency will start sending the additional statements in April 2021,
but there would be some administrative costs in 2020 and 2021 to prepare to send them out
and to set up the option for people to decline the paper statement.

CBO estimates that under H.R. 5306, SSA would send 140 million more statements in 2022
when the policy is fully phased in. That estimate includes our expectation that about

5 percent of those eligible to receive a paper statement would opt out. CBO’s estimate is
based on current postal rates and information from SSA. Estimated costs grow over time
because postage and printing costs rise and more statements would be mailed as the
workforce grows.

CBO estimates that implementing H.R. 5306 would cost $33 million in 2021 and
$345 million over the 2020-2025 period, assuming appropriation of the necessary amounts.

See also CBO'’s Cost Estimates Explained, www.cho.gov/publication/54437;
How CBO Prepares Cost Estimates, www.cho.gov/publication/53519; and Glossary, www.cbo.gov/publication/42904.


https://www.cbo.gov/publication/54437
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/53519
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/42904

The costs of the legislation, detailed in Table 1, fall within budget function 650 (Social
Security) and are classified as off-budget.

Table 1.
Estimated Increases in Spending Subject to Appropriation Under H.R. 5306

By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars

2020- 2020-
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2025 2030
Estimated
Authorization 1 39 78 81 84 86 89 92 95 98 101 369 844
Estimated
Outlays 1 33 68 76 82 85 88 91 94 97 100 345 815

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Justin Latus. The estimate was reviewed by
H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Director of Budget Analysis.



