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H.R. 4444, Western Area Power Administration Transparency Act 
As ordered reported by the House Committee on Natural Resources on February 12, 2020 
 
By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars 2020  2020-2025  2020-2030  

Direct Spending (Outlays)  0  0  0  

Revenues  0  0  0  
Increase or Decrease (-) 
in the Deficit 
 

 0  0  0  

Spending Subject to 
Appropriation (Outlays)  *  *  not estimated  

Statutory pay-as-you-go 
procedures apply? No Mandate Effects 

Increases on-budget deficits in any 
of the four consecutive 10-year 
periods beginning in 2031? 

No 
Contains intergovernmental mandate? No 

Contains private-sector mandate? No 

* = between zero and $500,000. 
 

H.R. 4444 would direct the Western Area Power Administration (WAPA) to make more 
information about its financial operations available to the public.  WAPA is an agency within 
the Department of Energy that markets electricity produced at federally owned dams in 
several western states. WAPA’s expenditures are funded by annual appropriations and are 
offset over time by income from the sale of electricity. 

Using information from WAPA, CBO estimates that implementing H.R. 4444 would cost 
less than $500,000 over the 2020-2025 period because much of that work is being done 
under current law and primarily involves making existing data available in new formats. 

On December 9, 2019, CBO transmitted a cost estimate for S. 1931, the Western Area Power 
Administration Transparency Act, as ordered reported by the Senate Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources on October 23, 2019. The two bills are similar and CBO’s estimated 
costs are the same for both bills. 

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Kathleen Gramp. The estimate was reviewed by  
H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Director of Budget Analysis.  
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