@ Congressional Budget Office January 13, 2020
k/ Cost Estimate

S. 1830, Energy Security Cooperation with Allied Partners in Europe Act
of 2019

As reported by the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations on December 17, 2019
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S. 1830 would require the Department of State, in coordination with other federal agencies,
to develop and submit to the Congress a strategy for the United States to promote the energy
security of allies affiliated with the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and to increase U.S.
exports of energy and related technology and services to those countries. On the basis of
costs to satisfy similar reporting requirements, CBO estimates that implementing S. 1830
would cost less than $500,000 over the 2020-2024 period; any spending would be subject to
the availability of appropriated funds.

Under current law, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) must approve
requests to export natural gas from the United States. Section 5 of the bill would increase the
number of countries for which export approval can be expedited. Increasing the number of
applications that receive expedited treatment could affect administrative costs for the agency.
However, because FERC is authorized to fully recover its costs through fees charged to
participants in the natural gas industry, any change in agency costs (which are controlled
through annual appropriation acts) would be offset by changes in those fees. Thus,
implementing that section would not change discretionary spending.

The CBO staff contacts for this estimate are Sunita D’Monte (for the Department of State)
and Aaron Krupkin (for FERC). The estimate was reviewed by H. Samuel Papenfuss,
Deputy Director of Budget Analysis.

See also CBO'’s Cost Estimates Explained, www.cho.gov/publication/54437;
How CBO Prepares Cost Estimates, www.cho.gov/publication/53519; and Glossary, www.cbo.gov/publication/42904.
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