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At a Glance

S. 1570, Aquifer Recharge Flexibility Act

As reported by the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources on October 29, 2019
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S. 1570 would authorize the Department of the Interior, acting through the Bureau of
Reclamation (BOR), to use federal land and facilities to convey water to recharge aquifers.
Under current law, if federal land or facilities are needed for that purpose, the nonfederal
partner involved in the conveyance may need Congressional authorization or federal permits.
The bill aims to ease requirements that may arise in those situations by authorizing BOR to:

e Redirect water available under a water contract to recharge an aquifer upon request from
the water contractor and to negotiate new water contracts to convey water to recharge an
aquifer,!

e Use excess capacity at federal facilities to deliver nonproject water to recharge an aquifer
if requested by local stakeholders, and?

1. Agreements between the federal government and water users for delivering water for irrigation, municipal, and
industrial purposes from federally built projects are generally governed either by water service contracts or by
repayment contracts. Water contractors are the nonfederal entities participating in those contracts.

2. Nonproject water excludes water that is developed, diverted, stored, or delivered in keeping with statutory
authorizations of BOR projects and facilities.

See also CBO'’s Cost Estimates Explained, www.cho.gov/publication/54437;
How CBO Prepares Cost Estimates, www.cho.gov/publication/53519; and Glossary, www.cbo.gov/publication/42904.
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e Convey water using land administered by the Bureau of Land Management to recharge
an aquifer if the authority to access that land to convey water for other purposes already
exists.

CBO assumes that S.1570 will be enacted in 2020. Using information provided by BOR,
CBO estimates that any change in federal administrative costs to implement the bill, which
are subject to appropriation, would be less than $500,000 over the 2020-2024 period.

Enacting S. 1570 could increase offsetting receipts (which are recorded as reductions in
direct spending) because water contractors pay to convey water when they use BOR
facilities. Using information from BOR, CBO estimates that any increase in offsetting
receipts from implementing the bill would be less than $500,000 over the 2020-2029 period.

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Aurora Swanson. The estimate was reviewed by
H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Director of Budget Analysis.



