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S. 2782, a bill to improve provisions of law relating to sexual harassment
and assault prevention at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric

Administration, and for other purposes

As ordered reported by the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
on November 13, 2019
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Direct Spending (Outlays) 0 0 0
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S. 2782 would require the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to
allow anonymous reporting of incidents of sexual harassment and sexual assault involving
NOAA employees. The bill also would require that an investigation into any such reports
begin within 48 hours of the incident being reported and that any evidence of a crime be
referred to law enforcement officials.

Using information about NOAA'’s current sexual assault and sexual harassment policy, CBO
estimates that implementing S. 2782 would cost less than $500,000 over the 2020-2024
period. Any spending would be subject to the availability of appropriated funds.

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Robert Reese. The estimate was reviewed by
H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Assistant Director for Budget Analysis.

See also CBO'’s Cost Estimates Explained, www.cho.gov/publication/54437;
How CBO Prepares Cost Estimates, www.cho.gov/publication/53519; and Glossary, www.cbo.gov/publication/42904.
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