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H.J. Res. 79, a joint resolution removing the deadline for the ratification of 
the equal rights amendment 
As ordered reported by the House Committee on the Judiciary on November 13, 2019 
 
By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars 2020  2020-2024  2020-2029  

Direct Spending (Outlays)  0  0  0  

Revenues  0  0  0  
Increase or Decrease (-) 
in the Deficit 
 

 0  0  0  

Spending Subject to 
Appropriation (Outlays)  0  0  0  

Statutory pay-as-you-go 
procedures apply? No Mandate Effects 

Increases on-budget deficits in any 
of the four consecutive 10-year 
periods beginning in 2030? 

No 
Contains intergovernmental mandate? No 

Contains private-sector mandate? No 
 

In 1972, the 92nd Congress passed H.J. Res. 208, which proposed an amendment to the 
Constitution providing that equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged 
by the federal government or by states on the basis of sex (known as the equal rights 
amendment). That resolution contained a seven-year deadline—later extended to 1982—by 
which three-quarters of the states could vote to ratify the amendment.  

H.J. Res. 79 would permanently reopen the ratification process for the amendment by 
eliminating the deadline. By itself, CBO estimates that the resolution would have no effect 
on the federal budget. If the states approve the proposed amendment, it could potentially 
affect the federal budget; however, CBO has not analyzed those effects.  

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Jon Sperl. The estimate was reviewed by 
H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Assistant Director for Budget Analysis.  
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