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H.R. 2044, Smart Building Acceleration Act

As ordered reported by the House Committee on Energy and Commerce on July 17, 2019

By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars 2020 2020-2024 2020-2029
Direct Spending (Outlays) 0 0 0
Revenues 0 0 0
Increase or Decrease (-)

in the Deficit 0 0 0
Spending Subject to o )
Appropriation (Outlays) 5 not estimated
ST PR EEryEl No Mandate Effects

procedures apply?

Increases on-budget deficits in any Contains intergovernmental mandate? No
of the four consecutive 10-year No

periods beginning in 20307 Contains private-sector mandate? No

* = petween zero and $500,000.

H.R. 2044 would establish a Federal Smart Building Program within the Department of
Energy (DOE) to implement smart building technology in federally owned and operated
buildings and demonstrate the cost and benefits of such buildings. The bill defines smart
buildings as those with automated systems that allow a building’s energy systems to be
monitored, analyzed, and controlled to optimize energy use and service to occupants.

Currently, the General Services Administration (GSA) operates an Office of Federal High
Performance Buildings that aims to operate federal facilities more effectively and efficiently
as directed by federal laws and executive orders. In 2019, that program received an
appropriation of $3 million. GSA also operates a computer program (GSAIink) that collects
and analyzes data from advanced gas, electric, and water meters at more than 80 federal
buildings. In addition, DOE’s Federal Energy Management Program tracks federal energy
use. DOE also manages the Building Technologies program that supports research and
development of innovative building energy technologies. In 2019, those two DOE programs
received a combined appropriation of $256 million.

However, CBO expects that coordinating the current work of GSA and DOE into a new
program, along with the reporting requirements would increase the administrative costs at
DOE. CBO estimates those costs to be about $1 million annually and $5 million over the
2020-2024.

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Matthew Pickford. The estimate was reviewed by
H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Assistant Director for Budget Analysis.

See also CBO'’s Cost Estimates Explained, www.cho.gov/publication/54437;
How CBO Prepares Cost Estimates, www.cho.gov/publication/53519; and Glossary, www.cbo.gov/publication/42904.
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