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S. 1342, Great Lakes Environmental Sensitivity Index Act of 2019

As ordered reported by the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
on July 10, 2019

By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars 2019 2019-2024 2019-2029
Direct Spending (Outlays) 0 0 0
Revenues 0 0 0
Deficit Effect 0 0 0
Spending Subject to

Appropriation (Outlays) 0 2 =S
SO PR OUEE No Mandate Effects

procedures apply?

Increases on-budget deficits in any Contains intergovernmental mandate? No
of the four consecutive 10-year No

periods beginning in 20307 Contains private-sector mandate? No

n.e. = not estimated.

S. 1342 would direct the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to
update the environmental sensitivity index (ESI) maps for the Great Lakes’ coastal areas.
Under the bill, NOAA would be required to update those maps every seven years. ESI maps
provide a concise summary of coastal resources that are at risk if an oil spill occurs nearby.
The information provided by those maps allows NOAA to establish protection priorities and
identify cleanup strategies for locations vulnerable to substantial environmental damage from
oil spills. In 2019, no funds were allocated for ESI mapping.

Using information from NOAA, CBO estimates that updating those ESI maps would take
about three years and would require approximately seven additional employees at an average
annual cost of $100,000 and would total $2 million over the 2020-2024 period. Any
spending would be subject to the availability of appropriated funds.

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Robert Reese. The estimate was reviewed by
H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Assistant Director for Budget Analysis.

See also CBO'’s Cost Estimates Explained, www.cho.gov/publication/54437;
How CBO Prepares Cost Estimates, www.cho.gov/publication/53519; and Glossary, www.cbo.gov/publication/42904.
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