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S. 349, Reviving America’s Scenic Byways Act of 2019

As reported by the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works on June 19, 2019

By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars 2019 2019-2024 2019-2029
Direct Spending (Outlays) 0 0 0
Revenues 0 0 0
Deficit Effect 0 0 0
Spending Subject to 0 o n.e
Appropriation (Outlays) e
s L No Mandate Effects

procedures apply?

Increases on-budget deficits in any Contains intergovernmental mandate? No
of the four consecutive 10-year No

periods beginning in 20307 Contains private-sector mandate? No

n.e. = not estimated; * = between zero and $500,000.

S. 349 would require the Department of Transportation (DOT) to solicit nominations of
roads for the National Scenic Byways Program. DOT is authorized to designate scenic
byways that are nominated by states, Indian tribes, and federal land management agencies
and that meet certain other qualifications. States, tribes, and land management agencies that
control such roads have been eligible to receive grants and technical assistance for
maintenance and improvement projects. In the past, contract authority (a form of mandatory
budget authority) was provided to fund such activities, but no grants have been made since
2012 and that authority expired in 2013.

Under the bill, DOT would be required to post the request for nominations on its website and
to designate new scenic byways within one year. The bill would not authorize appropriations
for this program and accordingly CBO does not estimate any increased spending for grants
or technical assistance.

Using data from DOT about the number of designations before 2009 (the most recent year in
which designations were made) and information from a recent survey of likely applicants,
CBO estimates that DOT would receive roughly 50 nominations and would need the
equivalent of one to two full-time staff for up to a year to assess those nominations. As a
result, CBO estimates, implementing the bill would cost less than $500,000 over the
2019-2024 period; any spending would be subject to the availability of appropriated funds.

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Robert Reese. The estimate was reviewed by
H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Assistant Director for Budget Analysis.

See also CBO'’s Cost Estimates Explained, www.cho.gov/publication/54437;
How CBO Prepares Cost Estimates, www.cho.gov/publication/53519; and Glossary, www.cbo.gov/publication/42904.
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