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S. 737, Building Blocks of STEM Act 
As ordered reported by the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation  
on May 15, 2019 
 
By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars 2019  2019-2024  2019-2029  

Direct Spending (Outlays)  0  0  0  

Revenues  0  0  0  

Deficit Effect  0  0  0  
Spending Subject to 
Appropriation (Outlays)  0  *  n.e.  

Pay-as-you-go procedures apply? No Mandate Effects 

Increases on-budget deficits in any 
of the four consecutive 10-year 
periods beginning in 2030? 

No 
Contains intergovernmental mandate? No 

Contains private-sector mandate? No 

n.e. = not estimated; * = between zero and $500,000. 
 

S. 737 would modify several National Science Foundation (NSF) programs that provide 
grants to institutions of higher education and nonprofit organizations. Specifically, the bill 
would authorize the use of grants to study factors that contribute to female students’ 
participation in science, technology, engineering, and math education, and to develop and 
evaluate methods to increase female students’ participation in computer science. The bill 
also would direct the NSF to focus on early childhood education within the Discovery 
Research PreK-12 grant program.  

In recent years, the NSF has spent about $160 million annually on those programs. CBO 
expects that implementing the bill would not change the total amount of grants awarded. 
Using information from the NSF, and based on the costs of similar tasks, CBO estimates that 
any administrative costs incurred under S. 737 would be insignificant; such spending would 
be subject to the availability of appropriated funds. 

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Janani Shankaran. The estimate was reviewed by 
Theresa Gullo, Assistant Director for Budget Analysis. 
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