
Would the federal government,  
the states, or a third party 

administer the system?

Would the system
 use a standardized 

IT infrastructure?

Who would own the hospitals 
and employ the providers?

Could providers 
“balance bill” patients?

Could providers o�er services 
that the public plan covers to 

private-pay patients?

How would the system 
pay providers and set 

provider payment rates?

How would the system 
purchase and determine the 
prices of prescription drugs?

How would the system contain 
health care costs?

Would the system use global 
budgets or utilization 

management?

Would the government finance the 
system through premiums, cost 

sharing, taxes, or borrowing?

What role would current public 
programs have?

What role would private health 
insurance have?

Who would be eligible, and how 
would the system verify eligibility?

How would people enroll?

Could people opt out?

Which services would the system 
cover, and would it include 
long-term services and supports?

How would the system address 
new treatments and technologies?

What cost sharing, if any, would 
the plan require?

Payment Rates Covered Services 
and Cost Sharing

Eligibility and 
Enrollment

Administration

Cost Containment 
and Financing

Provider Roles 
and Rules

Role of Current
Systems

Components of a
Single-Payer 

System



Health Insurance Coverage, by Type, 2019
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Sources: Congressional Budget Office; staff of the Joint Committee on Taxation.

The figure shows coverage for the noninstitutionalized civilian population under age 65.

CHIP = Children’s Health Insurance Program.

Population and Health Care Spending in Assorted Countries, 2017

Countries With Single-Payer Systems
Countries With 

Multipayer Systems

United 
States Australia Canada Denmark Sweden Taiwan

United 
Kingdom Germany Switzerland

Population (Millions) 325.0 24.6 36.7 5.8 10.1 23.6 66.0 82.7 8.5

Total Health Care 
Spending as a Share 
of GDP (Percent) 17.1 9.1 10.4 10.2 10.9 6.1 9.6 11.3 12.3

Sources: Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development; World Bank; government of Taiwan.

GDP = gross domestic product.

Composition of the Uninsured Population, 2019
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Expanded Medicaid

Not Lawfully 
Present b
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Sources: Congressional Budget Office; staff of the Joint Committee on 
Taxation.

The figure shows information on the noninstitutionalized civilian 
population under age 65 that is estimated to be uninsured.

CHIP = Children’s Health Insurance Program; FPL = federal poverty level.

a. People who have access to health insurance through an employer or 
directly from insurers but choose not to purchase it.

b. Noncitizens who are not lawfully present in this country are ineligible 
for marketplace subsidies and for most Medicaid benefits.


