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H.R. 9, Climate Action Now Act

As ordered reported by the House Committee on Energy and Commerce on April 4, 2019

Millions of Dollars 2019 2019-2024 2019-2029
Direct Spending (Outlays) 0 0 0
Revenues 0 0 0
Deficit Effect 0 0 0
Spending Subject to

Appropriation (Outlays) 0 1 n.e.
Pay-as-you-go procedures apply? No Mandate Effects

Increases on-budget deficits in any Contains intergovernmental mandate? No
of the four consecutive 10-year No

periods beginning in 20307 Contains private-sector mandate? No

n.e. = not estimated.

H.R. 9 would prohibit funds from being authorized to be appropriated, obligated, or
expended to take actions to withdraw the United States from the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change’s 21st Conference of Parties in Paris, France (known as the
Paris Agreement). CBO estimates that the prohibition would have no significant effect on the
federal budget because the costs to implement the withdrawal under the Paris Agreement
would be negligible.?

H.R. 9 also would require the President to develop a public plan for the United States to meet
certain targets for greenhouse gas emissions as agreed to under the Paris Agreement and how
the United States will confirm other parties to the Paris Agreement are fulfilling their targets.
That plan would be updated annually. H.R. 9 does not require the United States to implement
the plan nor prescribe the scope or level of detail required in the plan.

The costs to implement those provisions of H.R. 9 could vary significantly depending on the
level of effort federal agencies would devote to prepare the required plan. Agencies could
adapt previously developed plans to fulfill the bill’s requirements, such as those previously
produced by the Department of State or Environmental Protection Agency in recent years.
On the other hand, agencies may produce new plans that provide specific actions, policy
recommendations, and regulatory and legislative proposals that also would fulfill the bill’s

1. President Trump announced that the United States would withdraw from the Paris Agreement in June 2017.
However, under the Agreement the earliest the United States can give official written notice of its intent to withdraw
is November 2019 and the earliest that withdrawal may take effect is one year after that notification.

See also CBO'’s Cost Estimates Explained, www.cho.gov/publication/54437;
How CBO Prepares Cost Estimates, www.cho.gov/publication/53519; and Glossary, www.cbo.gov/publication/42904.
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requirements. Based on information from the Administration, CBO estimates that agencies
would expend minimal efforts to prepare the required plan at a cost of $1 million over the
2019-2024 period; such spending would be subject to the availability of appropriated funds.

On April 15, CBO transmitted a cost estimate for H.R. 9, the Climate Action Now Act, as
ordered reported by the House Committee on Foreign Affairs on April 9, 2019. The two bills
are similar and CBO’s estimates of the budgetary effects are the same.

The CBO staff contacts for this estimate are Stephen Rabent and Sunita D’Monte. The
estimate was reviewed by Theresa Gullo, Assistant Director for Budget Analysis.



