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Congressional Budget Office
Cost Estimate

H. J. Res. 37, a Joint Resolution directing the removal of United States
Armed Forces from hostilities in the Republic of Yemen that have not been
authorized by Congress
As ordered reported by the House Committee on Foreign Affairs on February 6, 2019
Millions of Dollars

Direct Spending

Revenues

Net Deficit Effect

Spending Subject to
Appropriation

2019

0

0

0

*

2019-2024

0

0

0

*

2019-2029

0

0

0

n.a.

Pay-as-you-go procedures apply?
Increases on-budget deficits in any of
the four consecutive 10-year periods
beginning in 2030?

No

Mandate Effects
Contains intergovernmental mandate?

No

Contains private-sector mandate?

No

No

* = between $0 and $500,000; n.a. = not applicable.

H. J. Res. 37 would direct the President to remove U.S. armed forces from hostilities in or affecting
Yemen, except for those engaged in operations against al-Qaeda or associated forces. It also would
require the Administration to provide two reports to the Congress. One report would detail the risks to
U.S. citizens and Saudi civilians and the danger of regional humanitarian crises if the United States
stopped supporting the Saudi-led coalition fighting in Yemen. The other report would assess the increase
in the risk of terrorist attacks if the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia stopped sharing Yemen-related
intelligence with the United States.
In a letter to Senator McConnell in February 2018, the Department of Defense (DoD) stated that U.S.
support for the Saudi-led coalition fighting in Yemen does not constitute hostilities. It further stated that
U.S. armed forces are engaged in hostilities against terrorist organizations operating in Yemen,
including al-Qaeda and the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria. To the extent U.S. armed forces are currently
engaged in hostilities against terrorist organizations other than al-Qaeda or its associates, those
operations would be precluded under the resolution. However, CBO expects that the number of DoD
personnel and the amount of resources in the region would be unaffected.
CBO estimates that implementing the reporting requirements under H. J. Res. 37 would cost less than
$500,000 over the 2019-2024 period; such spending would be subject to the availability of appropriated
funds.
The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Sunita D’Monte. The estimate was reviewed by Leo Lex,
Deputy Assistant Director for Budget Analysis.
See also CBO’s Cost Estimates Explained, www.cbo.gov/publication/54437;
How CBO Prepares Cost Estimates, www.cbo.gov/publication/53519; and Glossary, www.cbo.gov/publication/42904.

