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S. 61 
A bill to remove the sunset provision of section 203 of  

Public Law 105-384 and for other purposes 
 

As ordered reported by the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science,  
and Transportation on April 5, 2017 

 
 
S. 61 would authorize Washington, Oregon, and California to manage commercial fishing 
for Dungeness crabs in federal waters adjacent to their states. Under prior law, the states 
had managed such fishing under authority that expired on September 30, 2016. Under 
current law, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) is preparing 
to manage the fishery during the next Dungeness crab season, which will begin near the 
start of fiscal year 2018. 
 
Based on an analysis of information provided by NOAA, CBO estimates that NOAA will 
spend about $1 million a year beginning in 2018 to hire 10 to 15 employees to carry out 
administrative activities related to managing the fishery. Under the bill, CBO expects that 
the three states would manage the Dungeness crab fisheries largely at state expense. 
Therefore, we estimate that implementing the bill would reduce the need for discretionary 
appropriations by about $1 million a year over the 2018-2022 period. 
 
Enacting S. 61 would not affect direct spending or revenues; therefore, pay-as-you-go 
procedures do not apply. CBO estimates that enacting the legislation would not increase 
net direct spending or on-budget deficits in any of the four consecutive 10-year periods 
beginning in 2028. 
 
S. 61 contains no intergovernmental or private-sector mandates as defined in the Unfunded 
Mandates Reform Act and would impose no costs on state, local, or tribal governments. 
Any costs incurred by the States of Washington, California, and Oregon to regulate their 
fisheries would be incurred voluntarily. 
 
The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Robert Reese. The estimate was approved by 
H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Assistant Director for Budget Analysis. 
 


