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H.R. 3588
RED SNAPPER Act

As ordered reported by the House Committee on Natural Resources
on December 13, 2017

H.R. 3588 would amend the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management
Act to authorize the U.S. Gulf States (Alabama, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, and
Texas) to exercise exclusive management authority over the recreational red snapper
fishery through 2024." The bill also would require the Gulf States to consider a variety of
factors, including up-to-date stock assessments, surveys, and recreational catch rates for
red snapper, when developing management plans. Those plans would be reviewed and
approved by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).

Using information from NOAA, CBO estimates that any additional costs related to
collecting and reviewing state management plans under H.R. 3588 would not be
significant.

Enacting H.R. 3588 would not affect direct spending or revenues; therefore, pay-as-you-
go procedures do not apply.

CBO estimates that enacting H.R. 3588 would not increase net direct spending or on-
budget deficits in any of the four consecutive 10-year periods beginning in 2028.

H.R. 3588 would impose an intergovernmental mandate as defined in the Unfunded
Mandates Reform Act (UMRA) by requiring the five Gulf States to develop and promote
best practices to reduce barotrauma in red snapper. Using information on similar
practices, CBO estimates the states’ costs would be small and fall well below the
thresholds established in UMRA for intergovernmental mandates ($78 million in 2017).

The bill contains no private-sector mandates as defined in UMRA.
The CBO staff contacts for this estimate are Robert Reese (for federal costs) and

Zachary Byrum (for mandates). The estimate was approved by H. Samuel Papenfuss,
Deputy Assistant Director for Budget Analysis.

1. The Gulf States would manage the fishery in the region between the shore and the line at which the ocean is
25 fathoms (or 150 feet) deep or 25 nautical miles, whichever is further.



