
Social Security Disability Insurance—CBO's January 2017 Baseline

Preliminary

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027

Beneficiaries on December 31 (Thousands)

Disabled Workers

Men 4,514 4,487 4,499 4,531 4,558 4,629 4,696 4,757 4,824 4,895 4,958 4,962

Women 4,302 4,303 4,334 4,378 4,414 4,488 4,555 4,615 4,679 4,745 4,805 4,810_____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____

All Disabled Workers 8,816 8,790 8,832 8,909 8,972 9,117 9,251 9,373 9,503 9,640 9,763 9,772

Spouses 136 132 129 127 125 124 123 122 121 120 119 116

Children 1,667 1,623 1,608 1,600 1,589 1,601 1,619 1,642 1,666 1,693 1,719 1,739______ ______ ______ ______ ______ ______ ______ ______ ______ ______ ______ ______

Total 10,619 10,545 10,570 10,636 10,685 10,841 10,993 11,137 11,290 11,452 11,600 11,628

Average Monthly Benefit on December 31 (Dollars)

Disabled Workers

Men 1,293 1,329 1,367 1,407 1,450 1,494 1,540 1,588 1,637 1,689 1,742 1,797

Women 1,043 1,074 1,107 1,141 1,178 1,216 1,255 1,296 1,339 1,383 1,429 1,477_____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____

All Disabled Workers 1,171 1,205 1,239 1,276 1,316 1,357 1,400 1,444 1,490 1,538 1,588 1,639

Spouses 323 334 346 358 371 385 400 415 431 448 465 484

Children 354 364 375 386 398 411 424 437 451 466 481 496

Disabled Workers (Thousands)

Start of Year 8,909 8,816 8,790 8,832 8,909 8,972 9,117 9,251 9,373 9,503 9,640 9,763

Awards 742 795 862 902 911 912 914 914 928 936 934 929

Exits -835 -820 -820 -825 -848 -767 -780 -792 -797 -800 -810 -920_____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____

End of Year 8,816 8,790 8,832 8,909 8,972 9,117 9,251 9,373 9,503 9,640 9,763 9,772

Benefit Outlays (Billions of Dollars)

Regular Benefit Outlays

Disabled Workers 124.4 123.7 126.4 130.9 135.9 142.8 149.6 156.5 163.6 170.4 178.3 186.8

Spouses 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.7

Children 7.3 7.0 7.0 7.2 7.4 7.6 7.9 8.2 8.6 9.0 9.4 9.9_____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____

Subtotal 132.3 131.3 134.0 138.6 143.8 150.9 158.0 165.3 172.8 180.0 188.4 197.4

Retroactive Benefit Outlays 10.7 12.0 14.1 14.6 14.6 15.2 15.7 16.2 16.9 17.7 18.3 18.9_____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____ _____

Total Benefit Outlays 143.0 143.3 148.0 153.2 158.4 166.1 173.7 181.5 189.8 197.7 206.7 216.3

Average Wage for Indexing 49,295 50,905 52,491 54,178 56,038 57,922 59,891 61,901 63,975 66,124 68,369 70,689

Taxable Maximum 118,500 127,200 130,200 134,400 138,600 143,100 148,200 153,000 158,100 163,500 168,900 174,600

PIA for Hypothetical "Lifelong Average"

Disabled Worker (Age 50) 1,743 1,842 1,885 1,946 2,009 2,074 2,145 2,217 2,292 2,369 2,449 2,531

Maximum PIA (Age 50) 2,825 2,987 3,059 3,160 3,262 3,369 3,484 3,599 3,721 3,848 3,979 4,113

COLA 0.3% 2.5% 2.3% 2.3% 2.4% 2.4% 2.4% 2.4% 2.4% 2.4% 2.4% 2.4%

First month for which COLA is effective 12/2016 12/2017 12/2018 12/2019 12/2020 12/2021 12/2022 12/2023 12/2024 12/2025 12/2026 12/2027

(continued)

By Calendar Year

Key Assumptions

By Fiscal Year



Social Security Disability Insurance—CBO's January 2017 Baseline

Notes:  

Details may not add to totals because of rounding.  

PIA = primary insurance amount; COLA = cost-of-living adjustment; FRA = full retirement age.  

a. The full retirement age is currently 66 and set to rise to 67. At the full retirement age, disabled workers are converted to retired workers and begin receiving benefits

through the Old-Age and Survivors Insurance program. 
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