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This summer was especially exciting for the 15 associates 
at the Congressional Budget Office. From studying 
health care reform to evaluating financial regulations, 
CBO’s work was in the media and was the subject of 

considerable debate. Summer associates were exposed to an 
array of projects within and outside of their fields, as well as 
weekly seminars presented by division leaders from across 
the organization. That exposure gave the associates a unique 
opportunity to gain insight into the breadth of CBO’s projects 
and to learn about the pivotal role that CBO plays in serving 
the Congress and shaping public policy. Through day-to-day 

interactions with colleagues, social events with executive 
staff, and lunch with other analysts, the associates established 
professional connections with various experts in public policy 
and economics, among other fields. While exploring the D.C. 
area in their spare time, summer associates enjoyed gathering at 
local eateries, listening to live music at Jazz in the Garden, and 
playing on CBO’s softball team. With the valuable experience that 
they’ve attained, the summer associates return to their respective 
universities and career paths with a firsthand understanding of the 
policy process as well as a connection to the brilliant minds that 
help to analyze that process.

CBO’s 2017 Summer Internships...

I had the incredible opportunity to work on the Medicaid eligibility module of CBO’s health 
insurance simulation model. Working with both the Current Population Survey and Medicaid data sets, I became familiar 
with the nuances and the details of key variables. My colleagues were invaluable resources and very supportive as I 
learned the complex rules for determining Medicaid household size and income, figured out how to code that information 
based on the variables available in the data, and analyzed key results. The internship was also an excellent opportunity to 
gain insight into the work of all CBO’s divisions through seminars and lectures. I have learned a great deal about CBO and 
gained a deeper understanding of its role in the policy process while also expanding my knowledge of issues related to 
Medicaid, which will be invaluable as I begin work on my dissertation and pursue a career in health policy.

I worked on a dynamic analysis of 
financial regulations to understand how bank 
linkages and networks can affect the economy. My 
project built on previous models that simulated banks’ 
decisions to hold a certain amount of capital to opt 
out of heavy regulation—a paramount concern when 
considering financial reform. I researched ways in which 
banks’ reliance on each other has different effects 
on the probability of default and the costs of deposit 
insurance and, thus, to the federal government. Meeting 

with external experts exposed me to the ways in which policymakers deliberate 
when deciding on the merits of legislation like the Financial Choice Act—an 
experience that no textbook or classroom lecture can provide. In another project, I 
quantified the issuance of risky loans made by banks after the increase in deposit 
insurance coverage during the financial crisis. My experience at CBO provided a 
broad perspective on policy work and on the importance of nonpartisan research.

I was immediately welcomed 
into the Budget Analysis 
Division, where I contributed to 
cost estimates for legislation related to 
agricultural programs, natural disasters, 
Native Americans, and the prevention 
of child abuse. I studied the effects of 
various commodity insurance proposals 
in preparation for the upcoming 2018 
Farm Bill. I also completed an informal 

cost estimate related to urban agriculture. I was encouraged 
to attend Congressional hearings and briefings and to meet 
with agency staff and other stakeholders to better understand 
specific agricultural policy perspectives. My CBO experience 
highlighted the vital importance of impartial, objective policy 
analysis in the legislative process.
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