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The
FEDERAL
BUDGET 
in 2015 A Closer Look at Discretionary Spending

Spending that lawmakers control through annual appropriation acts

Discretionary Spending at a Glance

$1.2 Trillion
Discretionary spending by

the federal government 
in 2015

$0.6 Trillion
Spending in 2015 on 

national defense, which 
accounted for half of the 

discretionary total

Average discretionary 
spending as a percentage 
of gross domestic product 
between 1995 and 2014

7.2%6.5%
Discretionary spending 
as a percentage of gross 

domestic product  
in 2015

REVENUES,  $3.2  Tri l l ion

SPENDING, $3.7  Tri l l ion

Mandatory
$2.3 Tr i l l ion

Discretionary
$1.2 Tr i l l ion

Net Interest
$0.2 Tr i l l ionF
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Discretionary Spending in 2015
Billions of Dollars
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$247

$89 $88 $68 $65 $56 $52 $51 $115

$139 $101 $64 $31
Includes spending on military construction, 
family housing, and some defense-related 
activities by agencies other than the 
Department of Defense, such as the atomic 
energy activities of the Department of Energy.

Includes spending for natural resources and the environment; 
general science, space, and technology; general government; 
community and regional development; agriculture; 
administrative costs of Medicare and Social Security; energy; 
and commerce and housing credit programs.

Defense
$582 Billion

Nondefense
$583 Billion

Trends in Discretionary Spending
Percentage of Gross Domestic Product
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