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S. 3087

American Fisheries Advisory Committee Act

As ordered reported by the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
on June 29, 2016

S. 3087 would establish the American Fisheries Advisory Committee within the
Department of Commerce (DOC). The committee would comprise three representatives
from each of six geographic regions and seven at-large members with experience in the
seafood and fisheries industries, as selected by DOC. Under the bill, the committee would
be responsible for identifying needs of the fishing industry, developing requests for grants
to meet those needs, and reviewing and selecting applications for an existing grant program
for approval by DOC. Under current law, the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)
within DOC is responsible for those activities. In 2016, the program awarded 50 grants
totaling $11 million. That amount is derived from permanent authority to spend certain
customs duties that are imposed on imported fishery products.

Based on an analysis of information from DOC, CBO estimates that the committee’s
operations would cost $2 million a year over the 2017-2021 period to operate the grant
program. However, because any increases in amounts spent on administering the grant
program would result in a corresponding reduction in amounts awarded for the grants,
CBO estimates that implementing S. 3087 would have no significant net effect on the
federal budget. Pay-as-you-go procedures apply because enacting the bill would have an
insignificant effect on direct spending. Enacting S. 3087 would not affect revenues.

CBO estimates that enacting S. 3087 would not increase net direct spending or on-budget
deficits in any of the four consecutive 10-year periods beginning in 2027.

S. 3087 contains no intergovernmental or private-sector mandates as defined in the
Unfunded Mandates Reform Act and would impose no costs on state, local, or tribal
governments.

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Stephen Rabent. The estimate was approved by
H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Director for Budget Analysis.



