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H.R. 3293  
Scientific Research in the National Interest Act 

 
As ordered reported by the House Committee on Science, Space and Technology  

on October 8. 2015 

 
H.R. 3293 would require that new National Science Foundation (NSF) grants advance the 
national interest, as defined in the bill, before funding may be awarded by the agency. 
Examples of advancing the national interest would include increasing economic 
competitiveness, advancing the health and welfare of the public, or supporting the national 
defense of the United States. Under the legislation, NSF also would be required to make a 
public announcement of each award of federal funding and explain how it would advance 
those interests. 
 
The legislation would not change NSF’s authority to make grants and, based on 
information from NSF, CBO expects that explaining how the agency’s grants advance the 
national interest would not increase the foundation’s administrative expenses. 
 
Enacting H.R. 3293 would not affect direct spending or revenues; therefore, pay-as-you-go 
procedures do not apply. CBO estimates that enacting H.R. 3293 would not increase net 
direct spending or on-budget deficits in any of the four consecutive 10-year periods 
beginning in 2026. 
 
H.R. 3293 contains no intergovernmental or private-sector mandates as defined in the 
Unfunded Mandates Reform Act. 
 
The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Marin Burnett. The estimate was approved by 
H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Assistant Director for Budget Analysis. 
 


