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SUMMARY 
 
H.R. 207 would direct the Small Business Administration (SBA) to make changes to the 
Small Business Development Center (SBDC) program, the Women’s Business Center 
(WBC) program, and the SCORE small business program. The bill also would authorize 
appropriations for the WBC and SCORE programs. 
 
CBO estimates that implementing H.R. 207 would cost $107 million over the 2016-2021 
period, assuming appropriation of the specified amounts. Pay-as-you-go procedures do not 
apply to this legislation because enacting it would not affect direct spending or revenues. 
 
CBO estimates that enacting H.R. 207 would not increase net direct spending or on-budget 
deficits in any of the four consecutive 10-year periods beginning in 2027. 
 
H.R. 207 contains no intergovernmental or private-sector mandates as defined in the 
Unfunded Mandates Reform Act (UMRA) and would not affect the budgets of state, local, 
or tribal governments. 
 
 
ESTIMATED COST TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
 
The estimated budgetary effect of H.R. 207 is shown in the following table. The costs of 
this legislation fall within budget function 370 (commerce and housing credit). 
 
 
  By Fiscal Year, in Millions of Dollars 
 

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
2017-
2021

 
 

CHANGES IN SPENDING SUBJECT TO APPROPRIATION 
  
Estimated Authorization Level 33 32 22 22 0 109
Estimated Outlays 19 29 26 23 10 107
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BASIS OF ESTIMATE 
 
For this estimate, CBO assumes the bill will be enacted near the end of fiscal year 2016, 
that the specified amounts will be appropriated each year, and that spending will follow 
historical patterns for the affected activities. H.R. 207 would: 
 

 Authorize appropriations for the WBC program of $21.75 million for each of fiscal 
years 2017 through 2020. In 2016, $17 million was allocated to this program. It 
would also direct the Office of Women’s Business Ownership to develop an 
accreditation system for entities receiving grants to operate as a WBC and to  
revise the application process; SBA would be required to issue regulations 
specifying the criteria for review and selection; 

 
 Authorize appropriations for the SCORE program of $10.5 million for each of fiscal 

years 2017 and 2018. In 2016, $11 million was allocated to this program. It also 
would direct the SCORE Association to develop a strategic plan for the program, 
make changes to the program’s operation, and add additional privacy and disclosure 
requirements for program recipients; and  

 
 Change certain regulations related to the operation of SBDC’s and directs SBA to 

establish a working group to carry out a study and to issue a report on data 
collection. It also would specify that only certain SBA programs, including the 
SBDC program, be used to deliver entrepreneurial services. 

 
H.R. 207 would require SBA to issue an annual report on all entrepreneurial development 
activities it undertakes. The bill also would direct the SBA to establish a working group to 
study the best ways to collect data about development centers for small businesses that 
receive grants from SBA and to develop procedures to collect and report on that 
information. Based on information from SBA, CBO estimates that implementing this 
provision would cost about $1 million over the 2016-2021 period; such spending would be 
subject to the availability of appropriated funds. 
 
 
PAY-AS-YOU-GO CONSIDERATIONS: None. 
 
 
INCREASE IN LONG-TERM DIRECT SPENDING AND DEFICITS 
 
CBO estimates that enacting H.R. 207 would not increase net direct spending or on-budget 
deficits in any of the four consecutive 10-year periods beginning in 2027. 
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL AND PRIVATE-SECTOR IMPACT 
 
H.R. 207 contains no intergovernmental or private-sector mandates as defined in the 
UMRA and would not affect the budgets of state, local, or tribal governments. 
 
 
PREVIOUS CBO ESTIMATES 
 
CBO has prepared cost estimates for three pieces of legislation that contain provisions 
similar to those in H.R. 207: 
 

 On May 29, 2015, CBO transmitted a cost estimate for S. 999, the Small Business 
Development Centers Improvement Act of 2015, as ordered reported by the Senate 
Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship on April 23, 2015; 

 
 On June 8, 2015, CBO transmitted a cost estimate for S. 1000, the SCORE for Small 

Business Act of 2015, as ordered reported by the Senate Committee on Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship on April 23, 2015; and  

 
 On October 29, 2015, CBO transmitted a cost estimate for S. 2126, the Women’s 

Small Business Ownership Act of 2015, as ordered reported by the Senate 
Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship on October 8, 2015. 

 
Any differences in the estimates reflect differences in the language and differences in the 
assumed timing of enactment. 
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