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CBO estimates that implementing H.R. 4228 would cost $1 million in 2015 and less than 
$500,000 in each year thereafter, subject to the availability of appropriated funds. Enacting 
the legislation would not affect direct spending or revenues; therefore, pay-as-you-go 
procedures do not apply. 
 
H.R. 4228 would direct the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) to improve the 
accountability, transparency, and efficiency of its major acquisition programs. The bill 
would specify procedures for the department to follow if it fails to meet timelines, cost 
estimates, or other performance parameters for these programs. In addition, H.R. 4228 
would require DHS to prepare a comprehensive report each year on the status of its 
acquisition program and would direct the Government Accountability Office (GAO) and 
the DHS Inspector General to review and report on certain issues related to departmental 
acquisition policies. 
 
Based on the cost of similar activities, CBO estimates that the new DHS administrative 
procedures as well as additional reviews and reports by GAO and DHS required by 
H.R. 4228 would cost $1 million in 2015 and less than $500,000 annually thereafter, 
assuming availability of appropriated funds. CBO expects that DHS will continue to seek 
to improve its efficiency in acquiring goods and services under current law; we have no 
basis for estimating any savings in procurement costs that might occur as a result of the 
bill’s directives to the department. 
 
H.R. 4228 contains no intergovernmental or private-sector mandates as defined in the 
Unfunded Mandates Reform Act and would impose no costs on state, local, or tribal 
governments. 
 
The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Mark Grabowicz. The estimate was approved by 
Theresa Gullo, Deputy Assistant Director for Budget Analysis. 
 


