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SUMMARY

H.R. 5340 would direct the United States Geological Survey (USGS) to establish a network
to monitor sediments and nutrients in the upper Mississippi River Basin.  The bill also would
require the agency to create an inventory of existing monitoring efforts at federal, state, and
local levels.  For these purposes, the bill would authorize the appropriation of $6.25 million
a year.  The authority of the agency to carry out the monitoring program would terminate
10 years after the bill’s enactment.  Finally H.R. 5340 would authorize the appropriation of
$650,000 to the National Research Council of the National Academy of Sciences to conduct
a comprehensive assessment of water resources in the Mississippi River Basin.

Assuming appropriation of the authorized amounts, CBO estimates that implementing
H.R. 5340 would cost $31 million over the 2007-2011 period and about $6 million annually
thereafter through 2016.  We estimate that enacting this legislation would have no effect on
revenues or direct spending.

H.R. 5340 contains no intergovernmental or private-sector mandates as defined in the
Unfunded Mandates Reform Act (UMRA).  The bill would benefit state, local, or tribal
governments, and any costs to those governments would be incurred voluntarily.

ESTIMATED COST TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

The estimated budgetary impact of H.R. 5340 is shown in the following table.  The costs of
this legislation fall within budget function 300 (natural resources and environment).
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By Fiscal Year, in Millions of Dollars
2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

CHANGES IN SPENDING SUBJECT TO APPROPRIATION

Authorization Level 7 6 6 6 6
Estimated Outlays 7 6 6 6 6

Based on information provided by the USGS and assuming appropriation of the authorized
amounts for each fiscal year, CBO estimates that implement H.R. 5340 would cost about
$7 million in fiscal year 2007 and about $6 million annually thereafter through 2016, when
the monitoring program would terminate.  Estimated spending for 2007 includes the
$650,000 authorized for the water resources assessment to be carried out by the National
Research Council.  Estimated outlays for the assessment and for the monitoring network are
based on historical patterns for similar activities.

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AND PRIVATE-SECTOR IMPACT

H.R. 5340 contains no intergovernmental or private-sector mandates as defined in UMRA.
The bill would benefit state, local, and tribal governments along the upper Mississippi River
Basin by authorizing funds for the development of a network to monitor sediments and
nutrients in the river basin.  Any costs incurred by governmental entities would result from
complying with conditions for receiving federal assistance.
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