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July 8, 1999

H.R. 695

A bill to direct the Secretary of Agriculture and the Secretary of the
Interior to convey an administrative site in San Juan County, New
Mexico, to San Juan College

As ordered reported by the House Committee on Resources on June 30, 1999

H.R. 695 would direct the Secretaries of Agriculture and the Interior to convey to San Juan
College in Farmington, New Mexico, up to 20 acres of federal property, including
improvements on the land. As consideration for the conveyance, the bill would require San
Juan College to pay an amount consistent with the Bureau of Land Management’s special
pricing program for governmental entities under the Recreation and Public Purposes Act, and
to indemnify the federal government from all liability arising from the property.

CBO estimates that enacting H.R. 695 would have no significant impact on the federal
budget. Based oninformation from the Forest Service and San Juan College, we estimate that
the college would pay less than $1,000 to acquire the property, including improvements. The
agencies do not have any plans to the sell the land under current law. Because H.R. 695
would increase offsetting receipts, pay-as-you-go procedures would apply; however, we
estimate that the impact on direct spending would be negligible.

H.R. 695 contains an intergovernmental mandate as defined in the Unfunded Mandates
Reform Act (UMRA), but the costs of that mandate would be far less than the threshold
established by that act ($50 million per year in 1996, adjusted annually for inflation). The
bill would require San Juan College, a public institution, to pay for a survey of the property
to be conveyed. CBO estimates that this mandate would not impose substantial costs on the
college. Any other costs that the college might incur as a result of this bill would be
voluntary. H.R. 695 contains no new private-sector mandates as defined in UMRA.

The CBO staff contacts are Victoria Heid Hall (for federal costs), and Marjorie Miller (for
the state and local impact). This estimate was approved by Robert A. Sunshine, Deputy
Assistant Director for Budget Analysis.



