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H.R. 3159

Ensuring Military Readiness Through Stability and Predictability
Deployment Policy Act of 2007

As ordered reported by the House Committee on Armed Services
on July 27, 2007

H.R.3159 would require that military units receive minimum periods of rest and recuperation
between deployments in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. For active-duty units, the
required period of rest and recuperation would be at least as long as their most recent
deployment, and for reserve and national guard units the required period would be at least
three times as long as their most recent deployment. Those requirements could be waived
if the President certifies to the Congress that the deployments are in the interest of national
security or if the deployments are voluntary.

Currently, many units already receive sufficient time between deployments to meet the
minimum requirements specified by this bill. However, some units, such as military
intelligence and aviation units, have been deploying more frequently because they possess
certain skills that are in high demand in the Iraq theater of operations.

In any cases where the President chose to exercise the waiver authority provided by this bill,
H.R.3159 would have no significantbudgetary effect, because the deployment of those high-
demand units would continue in the same manner as under current law. However, in those
cases where the President chose not to exercise the waiver authority, there could be
significant costs or savings depending on which actions the President undertook to comply
with the requirements of this bill.

To meet the bill’s requirement for time between deployments to the Iraq theater, the
President could decide to reorganize and retrain existing forces so that more personnel with
high-demand skills are available for overseas deployments, which would result in additional
costs to the Department of Defense. Alternatively, the President could decide to comply with
the requirement by reducing the number of personnel deployed to Iraq, which would result
in budgetary savings. In both cases, the costs or savings could be in the billions of dollars,
although CBO does not have enough information at this time to estimate what those
budgetary effects might be. Enacting the bill would not affect direct spending or receipts.




H.R. 3159 contains no intergovernmental or private-sector mandates as defined in the
Unfunded Mandates Reform Act and would impose no costs on state, local, or tribal
governments.

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Matthew Schmit. This estimate was approved by
Peter H. Fontaine, Deputy Assistant Director for Budget Analysis.
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