
Federal Costs for Foster Care, Adoption Assistance, and Guardianship
CBO Baseline January 2012

(By fiscal year, in millions of dollars)
2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Foster Care
 Maintenance Payments

Budget Authority 1,359 1,455 1,480 1,412 1,357 1,307 1,265 1,222 1,182 1,133 1,078
Outlays 1,353 1,441 1,474 1,420 1,366 1,315 1,272 1,229 1,188 1,140 1,086

 Administrative Services 
Budget Authority 2,254 2,495 2,513 2,525 2,544 2,565 2,583 2,599 2,615 2,615 2,604
Outlays 2,229 2,457 2,503 2,523 2,542 2,561 2,580 2,597 2,613 2,614 2,605

 Training
Budget Authority 224 260 255 251 247 243 238 234 229 225 220
Outlays 220 254 255 252 247 243 239 234 230 226 221

Demonstrations
Budget Authority 554 134 136 139 141 144 148 151 154 158 162
Outlays 570 193 149 138 141 144 147 150 154 157 161

Technical Assistance Grants
Budget Authority 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3
Outlays 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

Foster Care Subtotal
Budget Authority 4,393 4,347 4,388 4,329 4,292 4,261 4,237 4,209 4,184 4,133 4,066
Outlays 4,375 4,348 4,384 4,336 4,299 4,267 4,241 4,214 4,188 4,141 4,076

Guardianship
 Maintenance Payments

Budget Authority 56 149 291 370 439 501 564 629 697 776 863
Outlays 50 135 270 355 428 491 554 619 686 763 849

 Administrative Services 
Budget Authority 3 6 10 11 12 14 15 17 18 20 22
Outlays 3 6 9 11 12 13 15 16 18 20 22

Guardianship Subtotal
Budget Authority 59 155 301 381 452 515 579 646 715 796 885
Outlays 53 141 279 366 440 504 568 635 704 783 871

Adoption Assistance
 Maintenance Payments

Budget Authority 1,809 2,043 2,292 2,428 2,594 2,800 3,057 3,340 3,649 3,987 4,349
Outlays 1,809 2,017 2,262 2,409 2,574 2,775 3,026 3,305 3,611 3,945 4,304

 Administrative Services 
Budget Authority 434 445 457 473 494 521 552 586 623 661 701
Outlays 433 443 456 471 491 517 548 582 618 656 696

 Training
Budget Authority 21 21 22 22 23 24 25 26 27 29 30
Outlays 21 21 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 30

Adoption Assistance Subtotal
Budget Authority 2,264 2,509 2,771 2,923 3,111 3,345 3,634 3,952 4,299 4,676 5,080
Outlays 2,262 2,482 2,739 2,902 3,088 3,316 3,599 3,913 4,256 4,629 5,030

Independent Living
Budget Authority 140 140 140 140 140 140 140 140 140 140 140
Outlays 140 140 140 140 140 140 140 140 140 140 112

Total Budget Authority 6,856 7,151 7,600 7,773 7,994 8,261 8,590 8,947 9,338 9,745 10,171
Total Outlays 6,830 7,111 7,541 7,744 7,967 8,227 8,548 8,902 9,288 9,693 10,089

Memorandum
Average Monthly Caseload
(in thousands)

Foster Care 181 179 167 156 146 137 129 120 113 105 97
Adoption Assistance 446 463 477 493 513 536 563 593 623 656 689
Guardianship 6 14 25 31 35 39 42 45 49 53 57




