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S. 2789

An act to amend the Congressional Award Act to establish a
Congressional Recognition for Excellence in Arts Education Board

As cleared by the Congress on October 31, 2000

S. 2789 would establish a new legislative agency, the Congressional Recognition for
Excellence in Arts Education Board, to award schools and students for excellence in the
area of arts and arts education. The board, which would consist of nine members and
have a 15-member advisory board, would be responsible for establishing, funding, and
administering the awards program. The legislation would require that board members serve
without pay, but would allow them to be compensated for reasonable travel expenses.

To fund the costs of its operations, S. 2789 would authorize the board to solicit and spend
gifts and donations without further appropriation action. Gifts are classified in the budget
as governmental receipts, and the spending of such sums would constitute direct spending.
In addition, the legislation would direct the Secretary of the Treasury to invest funds not
needed by the board in debt obligations of the federal government. The legislation would
allow the board to spend interest credited to its account without further appropriation action,
thus increasing direct spending. Based on the annual budget of the Congressional Award
Board, a similar, nonfederal entity that awards young people for excellence in public service
and personal development, CBO estimates that enacting S. 2789 would result in a net
pay-as-you-go cost of less than $500,000 each year.

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is John R. Righter. This estimate was approved by
Peter H. Fontaine, Deputy Assistant Director for Budget Analysis.



